
 

 

Empowering families, engaging the community 
When Latasha Alexander arrived at Miami Dade College 
in 2008, she became the first person in her family to 
attend college.  Latasha, a mother of two children, 
wanted to break this cycle and show her children that you 
can do anything when you put your mind and hard work 
into it. Anthony, Latasha’s youngest son, attends one of 
our 16 Early Head Start Child-Care Partnership (EHS-
CCP) sites, Martin Luther King Jr. YMCA in Liberty City. 
When Latasha met with Elizabeth Presume, her family 
engagement staff, she was amazed at how there was a 
person in the school dedicated to making sure that 
parents are also taken care for and reach their goals. 
Latasha is currently working as a Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) officer and working towards a 
master’s degree in accounting.  Elizabeth was able to 
connect Latasha to the Center for Financial Stability 

where she interns and help low-income families achieve financial independence.  
 

Every child deserves a high-quality education 
Every child, regardless of where they live or how much their family 
earns, deserves high-quality early care and education. As a national 
model, it is essential that our school’s student body represents the 
community’s economic and social diversity its serves.  This is why 
almost half of the children at our Demonstration School are full pay 
and the other half are subsidized by programs like Early Head Start, 
Head Start and Voluntary Prekindergarten. In Florida, a family of 
four at the poverty line pays 67.47 percent of their annual income in 
early care and education
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. Since 2013, the Fisher Island 

Philanthropic Fund, along with other funding, has allowed the Demonstration School to provide the ideal 
environment for children, regardless of their socioeconomic background through a yearly contribution of 
$35,000.  
 

Beyond family engagement 
“Having families you work with invite you to important days in their 
lives makes my job so worth it,” said Frances Lozada-Tirado, family 
engagement specialist for the EHS-CCP when she was invited to a 
naturalization ceremony. Martha Leyva-Figueras, a parent at Las 
Americas Learning Center, one of the 16 EHS-CCP sites, wanted to 
become a United States citizen, but wasn’t sure about the steps she 
needed to take.  Frances not only provided Martha with the 
necessary resources, but with the encouragement and motivation 
she needed to reach her goals. Martha received her citizenship this 
year and she plans to bring her mother from Cuba that she hasn’t 
seen for many years. 
 

 
____________ 
Sources: 
1.     Parents and the High Cost of Child Care: A Report - Child Care Aware of America. Retrieved November 07, 2016, from 

http://www.usa.childcareaware.org/2013/11/parents-and-the-high-cost-of-child-care-a-report/  

 

http://www.usa.childcareaware.org/2013/11/parents-and-the-high-cost-of-child-care-a-report/

