
Letter Templates & Virtual Meeting Resources

Child Tax Credit (CTC) Campaign

CTC Letters to the Editor: How to Draft and Submit to Local Papers

Unless Congress takes immediate action, the newly expanded Child Tax Credit will expire at the end of 2021. The 
organization MomsRising has made it easy to write and send a short letter to the editor of your local paper that 
calls on Congress to make the expansion of the Child Tax Credit permanent. 

This online tool walks you through the steps of choosing a newspaper for your letter, and also shares a sample 
letter, talking points, and writing tips to help you write your letter. You can use part or all of the sample letter by 
pasting the text into the box. Then you add in the name of your U.S. Senators and Representative to ask for their 
support (find their names here), and click send to submit your letter to your local paper. Once you get published, 
be sure to send your letter to each of your congressional offices. 

CTC Letters to Members of Congress: How to Draft and Send

• Keep your letter short. You can send the same letter to your Senators and U.S. Representative; just make 
sure to change the names in the opening salutation. (For example, Dear Senator NAME; Dear Representative 
NAME.) You can find their names here.  

• Recommended first sentence: Thank you for the expanded Child Tax Credit that was approved by Congress in 
the American Rescue Plan.  

• Introduce yourself and include your personal story.  
 - Describe your family – your name, where you live, number of children and ages.  
 - Describe challenges you and your family have had or are experiencing now, especially 
 those resulting from the pandemic.  

• Describe how you plan to use your Child Tax Credit funds to provide for your kids and care for your family  
- for example, paying rent, utility bills, health care bills; buying groceries, school supplies, clothes, shoes, 
diapers; paying for transportation; help paying for child care; help keeping up with the rising cost of living.  
 - Add a sentence about what the CTC money means to you, how it benefits your family and kids, and why  
 you need the CTC to continue.  

• Ask your legislator to make the 2021 CTC improvements permanent by including the CTC in and passing 
economic recovery legislation this year; this expanded CTC is a game-changer, potentially cutting child  
poverty by almost half over the next year.  

• End your letter by signing your name and include your address. 

https://action.momsrising.org/lte/CTC_LTE/
https://results.org/volunteers/legislator-lookup/
https://results.org/volunteers/legislator-lookup/


Letter Templates & Virtual Meeting Resources (cont.)

Child Tax Credit (CTC) Campaign

Emails to Congress: How to Draft and Send

The CTC helps families provide the basics for their kids – food, housing, clothing, health care – but if the  
pandemic has taught us anything, it’s that without child care and preschool, families, communities and the  
economy cannot function. 

Your members of Congress need to hear from you loud and clear that you support significant, sustained federal 
funding for child care and preschool, and you want to see the provisions in the American Families Plan passed 
through the budget reconciliation package.

Use this First Five Years Fund link to send an email to your U.S. Senators and Representative stating that we need 
a significant investment in child care & preschool through the American Families Plan. This site will generate 
email content that you can choose to personalize.

Virtual Meetings with Members of Congress: How to Plan and Hold 

This is a critical moment for child care and preschool advocacy. Members of Congress need to hear from  
advocates like you about why it is vital to pass bold, long-term investments in child care and preschool this year.  

Addressing the present and ongoing challenges in our field requires a comprehensive approach to securing  
ample child care and preschool supply and capacity to ensure there are quality early learning options available 
for families. 

If you and your partners are willing to set up and hold virtual meetings with your members of Congress during 
the month of August to help hold them accountable to make long-term, sustainable investments in child care 
and preschool, Child Care Aware of America’s Advocacy from Home Toolkit has resources to help you plan and 
execute meetings with your elected representatives in Congress. 
 

https://fyff.quorum.us/action_center/
https://www.childcareaware.org/our-issues/advocacy/day-on-the-hill-advocacy-toolkit/?utm_campaign=Demystifying%20Hill%20Visits&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=145108077&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8gti7frl64wrk_rZ1qMx3nW3VX9j1KmBZLob-IkmAbXnE0l-kN2rsXY9afDycgEL7Z6GxI9OpvI3Go3eVs6TtniX7jrQ&utm_content=145

